Summary. Substances agglutinating seminal plasma-coated particles were present more frequently and in higher titres in the sera of infertile than of fertile women. There is evidence that the agglutinating substance is not anti-seminal antibody, and that this test is of no value as an aid to the diagnosis of allergic infertility.
INTRODUCTION
In some women in whom the usual clinical investigations have revealed no abnormality either in them or in their husbands, infertility has been attributed to allergy. Antibodies agglutinating spermatozoa have been found in the sera of infertile women more often and in higher titre than in fertile women (Frank¬ lin & Dukes, 1964a, b; Schwimmer, Ustay & Behrman, 1967; Glass & Vaidya, 1970; Ansbacher, Manarang-Pangan & Srivannaboon, 1971) . Some antisperm antibodies are cytotoxic, immobilizing or even disrupting the spermatozoa (Parish, Carron-Brown & Richards, 1967; Parish & Ward, 1968; Isojima, Li & Ashitaka, 1968; Ansbacher et al., 1971) , and the cytotoxic antibody in the serum and cervical mucus was shown to be complement-fixing IgG (Parish & Ward, 1968 In adsorption tests, 0-1 ml-packed washed cells was added to 1 ml undiluted sera.
In the further tests ( It was also ascertained that the agglutination was not due to rheumatoid-type factors reacting with aggregated globulins in the antigen, because none of the four sera contained such factors when tested with rabbit globulin or human IgG (anti-D).
It is concluded, therefore, that the adsorption of the seminal plasma agglutin¬ ating activity from sera by the red cells is not due to antigens on the red cells corresponding to antigens in the seminal plasma. As the adsorption was antigen non-specific, the agglutination of the seminal plasma-coated particles by some sera is also likely to be antigen non-specific and not due to antibody which is antigen-specific.
DISCUSSION
The results confirm earlier reports that the sera of some women agglutinate (Nakabayashi, Tyler & Tyler, 1961; Southam, 1963; Schwimmer et al., 1967) . Though Naka¬ bayashi et al. (1961) (Parish & Ward, 1968) and it is possible that the greater incidence and higher titres found in the sera of infertile women in the results reported above reflect concomitant antibodies and non-antibody-agglutinating substances in these sera. We conclude that the tanned cell agglutination test is of no value in the diagnosis of allergic infertility.
